
Wake Service Protocol
Honor Guard - Update: 23 August 2025

Commander John J Shea Assembly #729



Purpose Of This Handout

This guide is meant to 
supplement, not replace the 

Drill Manual.  All Guards 
should be familiar with 

protocols as stated in the Drill 
Manual. 

Note: What is outlined here is 
how the Cmdr John J Shea 

Assembly will typically handle 
Wake Services. In some 

instances, modifications may 
be made due to specific 

circumstances of the service.



Posting of Guards
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Initial Posting of the Guards

1. Honor Guard enters room in 
single file led by 
Commander, swords 
shouldered.

2. Honor Guard proceeds in front of casket.

• Commander steps in toward casket so lead 
Guard can pass him. Commander then steps 
back into line.

• Guards halt when lead Guard is in front of and 
just past head of casket (rear Guard should be 
in front of foot of casket – see illustration).

3. Command given to ‘Center Face’ – all turn right 
and face casket.

• Command given ‘PRESENT SWORDS’, then 
‘CARRY SWORDS’.

4. Command  given to ‘Post’. On ‘Post’ the two 
guards take their place at head and foot of 
casket and stand with swords shouldered until 
relieved.

• Commander turns right face and exits room.

1 2 3
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Note: Arrow designates 
direction guard is facing

TIP: Look Sharp - When marching, ALWAYS 
LEAD WITH YOUR LEFT FOOT. Try to keep in 
step with guard in front of you.
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Relieve & Post – Posting of New Guards

1) Honor Guard relief enters 
room in single file led by 
Commander, swords 
shouldered.

• Both Posted Guards take 
one step toward the casket 
(Note Posted Guard with 
view of door should signal 
to other Posted Guard when 
the Cmdr and Relief Guards 
enter room).

2) Honor Guard proceeds in front of casket.

• Commander steps in toward casket so Lead 
Guard (C) can pass him. Commander then 
steps back into line.

• Guards halt when Lead Guard is in front of and 
just past Posted Guard (A) at head of casket 
(Rear Guard (D) should be in position just 
behind Posted Guard (B) at foot of casket – see 
illustration).

3. Command given to ‘Center Face’ – Commander 
and Relief Guards (C & D) turn right and face 
casket. Posted  (A & B) Guards ALSO face forward 
(face wall behind casket) then step backward 
into line (see illustration).

• Command given ‘PRESENT SWORDS’, then 
‘CARRY SWORDS’.

1 2 3

4. Command given to ‘POST’. On ‘Post’ the two Relief 
Guards take position at head and foot of casket 
and stand with swords shouldered until relived.

• Command given’ RIGHT FACE’, Commander 
moves to lead position. Command given 
‘FORWARD MARCH’ and Commander leads 
Relieved Guards out of room.

4

Posted guards take one step 
in toward casket as Cmdr 

and guards enter room

A B

C D C D

A B

A B
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Closing Ceremony
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Closing Ceremony – Prayer Service

1) Honor Guard enters room in two columns - one on left flank and 
one on right flank. Left led by Guard who will sheathe sword with 
Cmdr.  SWORDS ARE NOT DRAWN WHEN ENTERING ROOM. 
from behind and advance to position in front of casket.

1

A B
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Left Flank Right Flank

2

Left Flank Right Flank
FN Officer

Cmdr Cmdr

2) Guard Leading Each flank (A & B) will stop at the first row. All 
guards will then halt and will Centerface (should be looking at 
each other across the room) and stay at attention.  FN and 
Officer who will execute prayer service come from behind and 
advance to position in front of casket.



Closing Ceremony – Prayer Service

3) FN and Officer turn toward casket and bow, then about face 
and execute prayer service (reading).

3
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Cmdr

Left Flank Right Flank
FN Officer

Cmdr

4) Upon completion of reading, they offer sympathies to widow and 
family. They then recenter, do an about face and salute 
deceased, then do another about face back to widow/family and 
salute.  FN and Officer exit room same direction they entered 
(opposite sides of room).

FN Officer



Closing Ceremony – Sheathing of Sword

5) As FN and Officer proceed to leave the ALL Guards in 
UNISON TURN AND FACE FORWARD, THEN DRAW AND 
CARRY SWORDS.

5
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Left Flank Right Flank

Cmdr

Left Flank Right Flank
Sheathing of the Sword

6) After FN and officer pass the first row, the Cmdr (1) and Lead Guard of 
left flank (2) step forward then turn and walk toward each other and 
prepare to sheathe the sword. Remaining guards in both flanks take one 
step forward and wait at attention with swords shouldered.

• Left Flank Lead Guard with Scabbard says ‘Worthy Knight, Sheathe thy Brother’s 
sword’ and holds scabbard level. The Cmdr takes the sword,  holds sword up and 
responds ‘Let it shine brightly for liberty’s sake’, then sheathes the sword. As Cmdr 
holds up sword, all guards PRESENT SWORDS then return to CARRY SWORDS as 
Cmdr sheathes the sword.

• The Left Flank Guard and Cmdr then ABOUT FACE and return to the side of the room..

(1)(2)



Closing Ceremony – Final Tribute & Exit
7

7) The next two guards (A & B) in each column step forward and turn and slowly walk toward each other (in UNISON), turn toward casket (DO NOT 
TURN UNTIL BOTH GUARDS ARE CENTERED) and do a slow word salute, then CARRY SWORDS (ALL OF THIS SHOULD BE DONE IN UNISON), 
then turn and exit room in the direction they came in.

• Process repeats until only Posted Guards (C & D) are left. They then step in front of casket (in UNISON), FACE CASKET AND DO A SLOW 
PRESENT SWORDS (sword salute ) and exit the in the same direction they came in.

• Finally,  the Commander (1) and the Left Flank Lead Guard (2)  come forward, then in UNISON turn toward the casket and SLOW SALUTE   
the deceased, then about face and SLOW SALUTE the family. Then they exit room in same direction they entered.

• Assemble at attention in area predesignated by Commander with swords shouldered until order is given to Return Swords.  FN gives short 
speech and then orders Commander to dismiss guards. Commander gives order for Hand Salute and then dismisses guards.

(A)
When exiting 
room, Guard 

exits this way

(B) 
When exiting 
room, Guard 

exits this way

BA

DC
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